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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 March 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pickering 
(4,161,172). Pickering discloses a life support chamber for infants with an infant 
warming light (171), an overhead housing (170) surrounding an examination light or 
light source with a control handle (Figure 8), mounted over or above the infant platform, 
light source with a control handle having omni-directional movement and is positioned 
so as to direct a beam of light toward the infant platform (Figure 8 and col. 5, line 60-col. 
7, line 17 and col. 9, lines 35-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Campbell et al. in view of Pickering (4,161 ,1772). Campbell et al. disclose an infant 
warming apparatus (Figures 1-2) comprising a base having an infant platform, an 
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overhead housing, radiant heater(s) (24) to direct infrared radiation toward the infant 
(Figure 2) and two examination lights (22) recessed within the overhead housing (col. 4, 
line 64-col. 5, line 24). But, Campbell et al. fail to disclose an examination light having 
omni-directional movement. But, Pickering discloses a life support chamber for infants 
with an infant warming light (171) and also teaches an examination light (170), mounted 
over or above the infant platform, which has omni-directional movement and control 
handle and is positioned so as to direct a beam of light toward the infant platform 
(Figure 8 and col. 5, line 60-col. 7, line 17 and col. 9, lines 35-44). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the omni-directional movement for the light of 
Campbell et al., as taught by Pickering, to only direct the light to an area being 
examined as an aid to attending medical personnel. In addition the examiner interprets 
this substitution of one type of examination light for another as an obvious design choice 
or alternative equivalent device as recognized in the art. 

Claims 4 and 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Campbell et al./Pickering and further in view of Chang (4,101 ,957). 

As to claims 4, 7, 14, 15 and 19, Chang further discloses a typical procedure light 
includes a lens (5) which is movable with respect to the light source (17) to focus the 
beam of light directed from the light source toward the infant platform and a controllable 
iris (14) to control the size of the beam from the procedure light (Figure 1 and col. 3, 
lines 30-61). 
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Further to claims 9, 12-13 and 18, Pickering discloses a procedure light but fails 
to disclose the inherent switch is located on a control handle (col. 8, lines 36-41). 
However, the location of the switch is merely a design choice and an alternative location 
on the panel of the infant warmer is suggested by the applicant in the Specification on 
page 7, in the second paragraph, thus an indication of the lack of criticality of the 
location. 

Further to claims 10-1 1 and 20, Chang discloses a filter in conjunction with a 
spectral correction coating on the back side of the front covering glass which controls 
the light beam spectral color temperature and, therefore, a predetermined wavelength 
band which inherently provides phototherapy to an infant (Abstract and col. 4, lines 4- 
65). 

Claims 2-3 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Campbell et al./Pickering/Chang as applied to claims 1 and 4 above, and further in 
view of Mendeski (4,646,214). None of the referenced sighted above disclose the 
details of the housing and the lens holder. However, the examiner maintains it would 
have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
configure the housing and mount the lens as required for its function because Applicant 
has not disclosed that such a design provides an advantage, is used for a particular 
purpose, or solves a stated problem. For example, Mendeski (4,646,214) suggests such 
a configuration for a swivel version of a coaxial lighting assembly with the features of 
these claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roy D. Gibson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4767. The examiner can normally be reached on Tu-Th, 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on 571-272-4764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272^1 000. n * 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3739 
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